ROBERT OWEN       1771-1858
At the beginning of the industrial age in Great Britain, working conditions were difficult and dangerous. Small children worked alongside their parents in the factory. There were no limits on the length of the workday and no pay for workers who were sick or injured on the job. In 1799 Robert Owen purchased a cotton mill in New Lanark, Scotland. Owen planned to reshape New Lanark as an experimental industrial community. He attempted to prove that a factory could be both financially successful and humane to its workers.

Over the years, Owen instituted several changes at New Lanark that, for the time, were considered revolutionary. He instituted a minimum age limit of 10 for children working in the mill. He reduced the working day from 14 to 10 hours. He built new housing, created sick pay and established a school for his workers’ children at a time when most working class children received little or no education. The school at New Lanark is often cited as one of the first examples of universal education for young children, a precursor of today’s pre-schools and kindergartens. Visitors from as far away as Russia traveled to New Lanark to study Owen’s innovations.

In 1824 Owen came to America to invest the bulk of his fortune in an experimental 1,000-member colony on the banks of Indiana’s Wabash River, called New Harmony. Such was Owen's reputation that a joint session of Congress convened over two days – attended by outgoing President John Monroe and President-elect John Quincy Adams – to hear Owen personally present his views. A scale model of Owen's community was put on display in the White House.

To coincide with the fiftieth anniversary of the Declaration of Independence in July 1826, Owen issued what he saw as the next step in the liberation of humankind: “The Declaration of Mental Independence.” From here forward, he proclaimed, man was free from, “the trinity of evils responsible for all the world’s misery and vice: traditional religion, conventional marriage … and private property.” New Harmony became a center for progressive thought, drawing a broad range of intellectuals from the sciences, philosophy and education. But few of the new settlers had the practical skills necessary to support a working community. In only a few short years the experiment collapsed amid disagreements.

After returning to London in 1828, Owen focused on promoting his vision of what he began calling “socialism.” He published a newspaper called The New Moral World in which he advocated the reformation of human character. He developed a system of payment for cooperative communities to trade based on hours worked rather than monetary cost. As his views of a “Rational Religion” spread, Owen’s followers began meeting in “Halls of Science” to listen to sermon-like lectures and sing socialist hymns.

Throughout the remainder of his life, Owen became one of the leaders of Britain’s growing labor movement.

KARL MARX       1818-1883

FRIEDRICH ENGELS       1820-1895
Although Robert Owen's movement had adopted the physical trappings of religion, erecting church-like "halls of science" where sermons were delivered at Sunday services, Marx and Engels achieved the far more profound breakthrough of imbuing socialism with something of the intellectual and spiritual force of the great religious texts.

In 1844, two young German writers met in Paris and became close friends and collaborators. Karl Marx was a genius, capable of arresting flights of prose and evocations of human suffering. But he was also a snarling, angry man and, though born Jewish, a violent anti-Semite. Son of a successful lawyer, Marx made criticizing the middle class “bourgeoisie” a mainstay of his life’s work.

Friedrich Engels was a debonair ladies' man who loved fine wine and riding horses during weekends in Manchester. While less well known today, Engels was no less important to the development of the socialist idea. Sure that Marx's powerful mind held the crown jewels of the doctrine they shared, Engels supported Marx and his family by working at a hated job in his family's business. But, it was Engels' skills as an organizer, interpreter and popularizer that brought Marx’s ideas to the world.

In 1848, Marx and Engels released the Communist Manifesto. Marx described history through the lens of “class struggle,” a perpetual conflict between those that owned the means of production and a working class that provided the labor but derived none of the benefits. The Communist Manifesto predicted that as capitalism progressed, the working class would become so large and so poor that revolution would be inevitable. The result: socialism, a new workers’ state where people contributed according to their ability and received according to their need. In time, government itself would become unnecessary and give way to a new stateless society, a final evolutionary stage called “communism.” It took Marx nearly twenty years to complete his next work, the first volume of Das Kapital, published in 1867. It was Marx’s attempt to analyze all aspects of life through the economic forces of history.

	

	


Two centuries later, critics and supporters continue to argue over Marx’s logic and relevance. His theories have been applied to literary, artistic and social criticism. Separate from its evolution as a system of government, Marxism and the controversy accompanying it, continue to influence academic approaches to nearly every area of life.

EDUARD BERNSTEIN       1850-1932
After Marx’s death, Engels asked a young German social democrat named Eduard Bernstein to put together a fourth volume of Das Kapital from Marx’s notes. Bernstein struggled to reconcile the changing realities he saw around him, with the predictions Marx made in The Communist Manifesto and Das Kapital. In some ways, working conditions were improving and capitalism was still thriving. The supposedly “inevitable” revolution had not arrived.

In 1899 Bernstein published Evolutionary Socialism. In it he proposed a critique of Marxism. Bernstein suggested there could be a gradual transformation of capitalism into socialism without revolution. Bernstein said, “The movement is everything, the final goal is nothing.”

His critique became known as “revisionism” or gradualism. It marked a major split between socialists who believed that the path to a better society lay through liberalism and those that believed that the only choice was revolution.

THE RISE: ROBERT OWEN & UTOPIAN SOCIALISM
NARRATOR: A great experiment was unfolding on the banks of the Wabash River. It was called New Harmony, and it would be a community of equality, heralding a new way of life and, eventually, a new kind of world. Its founder was a British industrialist named Robert Owen, and his followers would soon coin a name for his vision: "socialism."

When Robert Owen arrived in America he was already famous for his progressive ideas. His cotton mill in New Lanark, Scotland was the most heralded industrial enterprise of its day. He shortened working hours, restricted child labor and even provided sick pay. And Owen not only cared about how his two thousand employees worked - he cared about how they lived.

CONNIE WEINZAPFEL DIRECTOR, HISTORIC NEW HARMONY  Owen had a…a list of rules for the people who lived in the housing of New Lanark how often they had to put out their trash, how often they had to bathe, when people needed to be home at night. The fact that they couldn't be publicly drunk. They had to spend time with their families, those kinds of things.

NARRATOR: Education was a key part of Owen's reforms. Rather than putting his employees' children to work in the factory, he put them in school. He also created the first preschool in the United Kingdom. It was part of what he called the Institute for the Formation of Character.

Owen was developing a theory of human nature that would remain one of the fundamental ideas of socialism. It would resurface again and again.

DONALD PITZER UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN INDIANA EDITOR, AMERICA'S COMMUNAL UTOPIAS He felt you could actually mold human character and he, in fact, said, "it is of all truths, the most important that man's character is made for, not by himself." So he's an environmental determinist and he believes that if you can begin virtually at birth and have this child in a superior environment then you will, through education and liberation of this person's intellect and spirit, you will actually produce a perfect character.

GARETH STEDMAN JONES UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE AUTHOR, LANGUAGES OF CLASS: STUDIES IN ENGLISH WORKING CLASS HISTORY 1832-1982 He called this the second coming of the truth. I think he really did believe he was the second Messiah that he had come, unlike Jesus who could only tell the truth in parables, Owen on the other hand could actually say the literal truth because he had the science.

NARRATOR: People took Owen seriously. When he arrived in America in 1825, a joint session of Congress was convened to hear his ideas. Before an audience that included President James Monroe and president-elect John Quincy Adams, Owen announced he had purchased an entire village in Indiana. There he would further the work begun at New Lanark. But this time, his community would be one of true equality.

NARRATOR: Harmonie, Indiana was founded a decade earlier as a different kind of commune: a religious one. Owen bought it from George Rapp, the charismatic leader of a sect of German Lutherans who were pulling up stakes to follow one of Rapp's visions. They left behind 160 buildings and some 30 thousand acres of fertile land.

CONNIE WEINZAPFEL DIRECTOR, HISTORIC NEW HARMONY  If you think of Indiana at that time period it was the wilderness. And here in the middle of the wilderness you had this beautiful town of brick and clapboard houses, a magnificent cruciform church in the middle of town in the commons. It was very sophisticated. It was called "The Athens of the West" at that time.

NARRATOR: On April 27, 1825, Robert Owen welcomed 800 eager arrivals to the town he had re-christened New Harmony. One group in particular was attracted to New Harmony: intellectuals. The village soon became a center of progressive thought and experiment.

CONNIE WEINZAPFEL DIRECTOR, HISTORIC NEW HARMONY  You had education at all levels, from infant to adult education. You had a newspaper being published. You had natural scientists out exploring environs of New Harmony and beyond, creating natural science books to show people about the wonderful new species they're finding in the Midwest. You had people lecturing about equal rights for women. You had people lecturing about abolition. This was in 1827, 1828.

NARRATOR: To coincide with the fiftieth anniversary of the Declaration of Independence in July 1826, Owen issued what he saw as the next step in the liberation of humankind: "The Declaration of Mental Independence." From here forward, he proclaimed, man was free from the trinity of evils responsible for all the world's misery and vice: traditional religion, conventional marriage … and private property.

The last of these was key: the quest to do away with private property would animate socialism for the next 150 years.

IAN DONNACHIE THE OPEN UNIVERSITY IN SCOTLAND AUTHOR, ROBERT OWEN: OWEN OF NEW LANARK AND NEW HARMONY  I think that Robert Owen arrived slowly at the conclusion that it was individual property and individual profit that was in a sense undermining the opportunities to create a new society. That inequalities, in society were created by inequalities in the ownership of property and in the ownership of wealth and profit.

Owen couldn't quite bring himself to turn over ownership of his property to the community-but people did get to live there for free. It was not the most efficient system. One New Harmony member named Paul Brown wrote that "even salads were deposited in the store, to be handed out-making ten thousand unnecessary steps, and causing them to come to the tables in a wilted deadened state." Before long, many members were losing their enthusiasm for the experiment.

CONNIE WEINZAPFEL DIRECTOR, HISTORIC NEW HARMONY  In the end, I think one of the problems in New Harmony was that it was a big group of idealists in one place. In a very isolated place they spent a lot of time thinking about the ideal of the perfect community. Ultimately you had a lot of thinkers and not enough doers.

NARRATOR: The work simply didn't get done. Before long, industries that had thrived under George Rapp's followers were either sputtering or out of business altogether. After two years, several reorganizations and seven different constitutions, Owen's great experiment collapsed.

JOSHUA MURAVCHIK AUTHOR, HEAVEN ON EARTH  Owen had a very hard time acknowledging that there was a failure at New Harmony, and through a period of many months when everyone around him including his sons was saying, "Things are falling apart." Owen was saying, "Things are going great here." But eventually he couldn't keep up that pretense any longer because, well, everyone was leaving (laughing). And so Owen found a kind of alibi, I think, in blaming the people who came to New Harmony as being poor human material for his experiment.

NARRATOR: Owen's son Robert Dale stayed at New Harmony after its collapse. He had a different assessment of his father's experiment.

He wrote, "All cooperative schemes which provide equal remuneration to the skilled and industrious and the ignorant and idle, must work their own downfall, for by this unjust plan … they must of necessity eliminate the valuable members … and retain only the improvident, unskilled, and vicious."

Despite the failure of New Harmony and other early attempts to put socialism into practice, the idea continued to generate great excitement. Soon two philosophers would take utopian hope and turn it into faith, by arguing that socialism was not only desirable-it was inevitable.

THE RISE: MARX AND ENGELS: BIRTH OF A MANIFESTO
MUSIC: O happy time, when all mankind shall competition's evil see; and seek with one united mind the blessings of community.

NARRATOR: Back in England, Robert Owen and his followers were building gathering places for the socialist faithful. They called them "Halls of Science." Each week thousands of adherents of Owen's New Moral World flocked there seeking inspiration.

JOSHUA MURAVCHIK AUTHOR, HEAVEN ON EARTH  Even though they proclaimed earnestly that they had contempt for all religion, every Sunday they would all gather and bring their families there. But they didn't call them services; they called them "meetings." And then someone would get up in the front and do something that sounded like a sermon, but they called it a "lecture." And then they would all sing from a special, book of socialist hymns, except they wouldn't sing about God and goodness, they would sing about equality and brotherhood.

NARRATOR: In 1843, the Manchester congregation included a twenty-two-year-old German journalist and radical named Friedrich Engels. For a young man rebelling against the faith of his parents, the services held a great appeal.

MANFRED STEGER ILLINOIS STATE UNIVERSITY AUTHOR, THE QUEST FOR EVOLUTIONARY SOCIALISM: EDUARD BERNSTEIN AND SOCIAL DEMOCRACY  Engels was a bit of a rebel. I think he was the typical frat boy in many ways. He was very interested in the military. He was interested in sports. He loved pubs, he loved women. But he was also an intellectual. He was in many ways the kind of person you would immediately recognize as a leader and as somebody people would congregate around.

NARRATOR: Back in Germany Engels had fallen in with a radical crowd - and his father was desperate to get him away from the bad influence of his friends.

JOSHUA MURAVCHIK AUTHOR, HEAVEN ON EARTH His father gets this idea that he should send Fred off to England, to Manchester, where the family business had a branch. And much to his relief, Fred agrees. Little does Dad know that Fred and his radical associates have come to the conclusion that the revolution is going to break out in England, and Fred is desperate to be there to be part of the action.

NARRATOR: Once in Manchester, Engels threw himself into writing what would become a famous study of the English working class during the Industrial Revolution.

SHERI BERMAN NEW YORK UNIVERSITY  AUTHOR, THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC MOMENT  It was a very grim picture. I mean workers in the 1840s in England lived miserable lives. They lived in squalid conditions. They worked sixteen, eighteen hours a day. Child labor, female labor was incredibly common. Disease was rampant. The living standards were just below probably what we would even expect in many underdeveloped countries. It was a miserable, miserable time.

MANFRED STEGER ILLINOIS STATE UNIVERSITY AUTHOR, THE QUEST FOR EVOLUTIONARY SOCIALISM: EDUARD BERNSTEIN AND SOCIAL DEMOCRACY  Engels saw that the working class was miserable and at the same time, he was also envisioning a sort of salvation of the working class in terms of history providing a fertile ground for revolution. He understood that the workers, sooner or later, would understand that history was working in their favor and, therefore, history would radicalize them and by being radicalized, workers would no longer passively see themselves as victims of capitalism but would actively seek to change it.

NARRATOR: Engels was soon contributing to Owen's New Moral World and other radical publications. Among them was a newspaper edited by a man who had once been part of young Fred's circle of college radicals back in Germany: the 25-year-old Karl Marx.

JOSHUA MURAVCHIK AUTHOR, HEAVEN ON EARTH Marx starting very young was very charismatic. He had this forbidding style and this great genius for theoretics. Where other people saw a meaning, Marx could see a meaning within a meaning behind a meaning and then a bigger meaning. And his colleagues would just look at him awestruck and say, "This is our great genius who can figure it all out."

NARRATOR: Marx had little use for the ideas of his colleagues. But one of Engels' articles caught his eye. The two men began corresponding, and in the summer of 1844, they arranged to meet in Paris. It was the beginning of one of the most intellectually fruitful partnerships in history.

SHERI BERMAN NEW YORK UNIVERSITY  AUTHOR, THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC MOMENT  Marx was the prophet. His personality and his nature made him a flamboyant and charismatic figure. And Engels was very willing to defer to that. But Engels' early work and early research really provides much of the foundation upon which Marxism is later built. And Engels of course also supports Marx not only through his research but financially and psychologically. And so without Engels in any number of ways Marxism would never have come to be.

In January 1848, students and workers took to the streets of Palermo. By February the revolt had spread to Paris. Soon nearly fifty uprisings engulfed the European continent from Russia to the English Channel. Marx and Engels rushed home to Germany to join the barricades. They had just finished writing a platform for a workers' organization based in London. The pamphlet would become known as the Communist Manifesto. The Manifesto's timing would forever link it to revolution, adding to its mystique.

JOSHUA MURAVCHIK AUTHOR, HEAVEN ON EARTH For Marx and Engels, the heart of the system of capitalism was exploitation. As they saw it, the workers were the ones who were creating the things that were coming out of the factories, but the capitalists were the ones who were keeping most of the profits. What they talked about were "the means of production," the Marxist term for the machinery, the factories and whatever else you might have. And this was terribly unjust, and the only way to rectify it was for the workers to get together and take the factories away from the capitalists so that they could have the complete benefit of the products that they themselves were creating.

NARRATOR: The Communist Manifesto predicted that as capitalism progressed, the working class would become so large and so poor that revolution would be inevitable. The result: socialism, a new workers' state where people contributed according to their ability and received according to their need. In time, government itself would become unnecessary and give way to a new stateless society Marx and Engels called "communism."

SHERI BERMAN NEW YORK UNIVERSITY  AUTHOR, THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC MOMENT  What Marx and Engels said was, "Don't worry; what ever happens to you, no matter how miserable your lives are, no matter how desperate your political struggle seems, history's working its way towards this outcome." And that's what gives Marxism its incredible force.

NARRATOR: Many socialists bought the argument. The Communist Manifesto would go on to become one of the most influential pamphlets ever published, with translations in every major European language by the turn of the century.

NARRATOR: But the Manifesto was just a summary. Marx soon set to work on a volume that would lay out a comprehensive theory of socialism. In 1851, Marx wrote to Engels that he hoped to finish it in five weeks. But five weeks grew into five years, and then another and another five. All the while, Marx depended almost entirely on Engels for financial support.

JOSHUA MURAVCHIK AUTHOR, HEAVEN ON EARTH The one time Marx went out and got an actual job was as a correspondent for the New York Tribune newspaper, but he didn't speak English and so he couldn't write the articles himself. Engels did speak English and he got Engels to ghostwrite the articles for a number of years until he got his own English up to a level where he could write some himself.

NARRATOR: It took Marx nearly 20 years to finish his masterwork. In 1867, the first volume of Das Kapital was finally complete, with more volumes promised. The book would soon be hailed as a breakthrough in political and economic thought.

MANFRED STEGER ILLINOIS STATE UNIVERSITY AUTHOR, THE QUEST FOR EVOLUTIONARY SOCIALISM: EDUARD BERNSTEIN AND SOCIAL DEMOCRACY  In the scientific tenor of the time-after all we have to understand that we're talking about the nineteenth century here-Marx had accomplished, at least in the mind of many socialists, what Darwin had accomplished for biology. He had laid bare the development of economic laws that were at work in capitalism, and in that sense he had revealed the motor of the history-economic development.

SHERI BERMAN NEW YORK UNIVERSITY  AUTHOR, THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC MOMENT  And it is to Marx still that we owe this kind of economic view of history, as seeing people as sort of players in a drama in which economic forces are primary and classes more than individuals as the kind of motor force of history.

NARRATOR: Engels survived Marx by twelve years. Thanks in large part to his public relations work, Marxism spread to workers' movements in Germany and across Europe.

But by the time Engels died in 1895, many of the more perceptive socialists were beginning to notice a crack in Marxist doctrine.

JOSHUA MURAVCHIK AUTHOR, HEAVEN ON EARTH By the end of the nineteenth century, Marxist theory has been around for about fifty years. But it's not coming true. The workers are not getting poorer and they're not becoming revolutionary. And at that point there's sort of a choice. You can say, "Well, I'm for the workers and never mind the revolution, but we'll try to make things a little better a step at a time." Or you can say, "I'm for the revolution. That's what's gonna give us the glorious new society and if the workers aren't gonna make the revolution, why - we'll find someone else to make it."

NARRATOR: As the nineteenth century drew to a close, two very different men would step up to make the case for each of these options. It would rupture the movement in two.

THE RISE: EDUARD BERNSTEIN & A CRISIS OF FAITH
NARRATOR: The rapid rise of socialism in Germany frightened the country's rulers. In 1878, Chancellor Otto von Bismark outlawed all socialist activities, driving many members of the Social Democratic Party into exile. Among them was a young bank clerk named Eduard Bernstein. He soon became editor of the Party's clandestine newspaper-first in Switzerland and then in London.

SHERI BERMAN NEW YORK UNIVERSITY  AUTHOR, THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC MOMENT  When Bernstein goes to England he becomes acquainted with Marx and Engels. And Marx and Engels become very enamored of him. And after Marx dies Engels asks Bernstein if he will put together from Marx' notes a fourth volume of Capital. And when Engels dies, he also is asked to be one of the executors of Engels' will. So he was clearly very closely tied to Marx and Engels and seen in the period after their death as one of the most important international socialists.

NARRATOR: But Bernstein lived in very different era from that of his mentors. Standards of living were changing - just not in the way Karl Marx had predicted. It wasn't long before Bernstein began to question his Marxist faith.

MANFRED STEGER ILLINOIS STATE UNIVERSITY AUTHOR, THE QUEST FOR EVOLUTIONARY SOCIALISM: EDUARD BERNSTEIN AND SOCIAL DEMOCRACY  I think that he thought that capitalism was evolving along the lines of becoming more and more inclusive of the working class and he had some empirical evidence which showed the working class was not getting poorer. and it showed that, therefore, the Marxist vision-somehow something was wrong with it.

NARRATOR: Bernstein decided he had to face his doubts. He wrote: "This cannot go on. It is idle to try to reconcile the irreconcilable. What is necessary is to become clear just where Marx is right and where he is wrong."

NARRATOR: Bernstein's critique became known as "revisionism," and it stirred up an urgent debate among socialists around the world.

MANFRED STEGER ILLINOIS STATE UNIVERSITY AUTHOR, THE QUEST FOR EVOLUTIONARY SOCIALISM: EDUARD BERNSTEIN AND SOCIAL DEMOCRACY  Bernstein said that "what usually is understood to be the final goal of socialism is nothing to me, the movement is everything." That really caused consternation in the Party. Because people thought that Bernstein had given up the great goal. And the great goal of socialism, as we know, of course, was the breakdown of capitalism. And Bernstein was no longer interested in or did no longer believe in the breakdown of capitalism. And if that's the case, then Bernstein actually was no longer a Marxist socialist, and if that's the case, it's as though the Pope in Rome was no longer a Catholic.

NARRATOR: Thousands of miles away, a 29-year-old Siberian exile was carefully following the debate. His eventual response to Bernstein's criticisms would forever change the face of socialism. His name: Vladimir Illyich Ulyanov, better known by his nom de guerre, Lenin.

NINA TUMARKIN WELLESLEY COLLEGE AUTHOR, LENIN LIVES: THE LENIN CULT IN SOVIET RUSSIA  Lenin was, first of all, probably Russia's most exuberant workaholic in a country that did not have a work ethic. He was enormously hard working. He was enormously smart. He had supreme self-confidence and a belief that he really knew what was right for everybody and particularly, for the future of his country.

NARRATOR: When Vladimir was 17, his older brother Sasha was executed for plotting to assassinate Tsar Alexander III. It was the beginning of his own path to revolutionary action.

RICHARD PIPES  HARVARD UNIVERSITY, AUTHOR, COMMUNISM: A HISTORY  After he got to the university, he took part in a demonstration which was not political, it was directed against some regulations of the university. When he was arrested and it was discovered that he was the younger brother of the executed terrorist, he was expelled from the university. And he was a top student. So he had to spend several years in idleness.

NARRATOR: Vladimir was banished to his family's country estate. There he began to explore the stacks of radical literature his executed brother had left behind.

NINA TUMARKIN WELLESLEY COLLEGE AUTHOR, LENIN LIVES: THE LENIN CULT IN SOVIET RUSSIA  He read various Russian revolutionaries, he read Karl Marx, and began to come to the conclusion that it was just as important as his brother had thought to create a new sociadl system for Russia. That revolutionaries had to learn to toughen themselves, to make themselves into heroes who were going to give their all to save Russia, something like his brother had done.

NARRATOR: Vladimir's radical activity would land him in deeper trouble with the law. By the time he heard about Eduard Bernstein's writings nearly a decade later, he was in exile yet again-this time in Siberia. His life now revolved around one goal: revolution.

JOSHUA MURAVCHIK AUTHOR, HEAVEN ON EARTH  Lenin was an individual who was often in a state of rage. That was his personality. But he was infuriated by Bernstein, but unlike a lot of the others, Lenin in effect realized that Bernstein was right. That the workers were not becoming revolutionary.

NARRATOR: When Lenin returned from exile, his younger brother met him at the train station. Dmitri Ulyanov would later recall the first topic on his brother's lips: the need to refute Bernstein. Lenin soon laid out a radically different idea of what to do if the workers wouldn't make the revolution.

NINA TUMARKIN WELLESLEY COLLEGE AUTHOR, LENIN LIVES: THE LENIN CULT IN SOVIET RUSSIA  Lenin developed quite early on what I would call a politics based on the absence of trust. If you can't then trust the workers to make a revolution whom can you trust? And Lenin said the only people you can trust are full-time, professional revolutionaries like himself who will make a revolution in the name of the people.

JOSHUA MURAVCHIK: Lenin in effect said, "Heck with the workers. The revolution is everything." Except Lenin wasn't quiet that honest. He didn't say, "Heck with the workers." He said, "We'll have to discover the vanguard of the workers, or of the proletariat, and that will be, well, me and my pals. And we'll make the revolution for the workers."

NARRATOR: For Lenin, this was more than just a theory. In 1900, he left for Europe to start an underground newspaper: Iskra, or "Spark," to ignite a new revolutionary movement in Russia.
