


!  3000 – 5000 BCE “civilized” and settled 
agrarian settlements are found in 
Mesopotamia and the Nile River valley of 
Egypt. 

!  Which truly developed first is under debate. 
!  Mesopotamia probably was a bit before 

Egypt 
!  3000 BCE 

"  First known written languages 





!  3000 BCE 
"  Settlement within the fertile crescent increases 
"  Contact with other cultures in the area 

!  Sumerian cities develop 
"  Concentrating in the southern regions of the 

alluvial plains of the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers 

!  Why? 
"  Most fertile soil 





!  2800 – 2370 BCE – 
Sumerian kingdom 
building  
"  Dominant force in 

Mesopotamia 
"  Created cuneiform  

"  Started as pictograms 
"  Used to record daily 

life 
!  Creation of City-

states 
!  Establishment of set 

codes of laws 



!  Religion takes important 
role in life 

!  Deities are in human forms 
and represent some natural 
phenomenon 

!  No separation of Church 
and state 

!  Ziggurats – religious 
centers 

!  Humans were subservient 
to the Gods 

!  Gods are hard to predict 
!  Art of Divination 



!  The Epic of Gilgamesh recounts the adventures of 
Gilgamesh, king of the ancient Mesopotamian city 
of Uruk, in his quest for immortality.  

!  Composed about 2000 bce on clay tablets.  One of 
the oldest literary works. 

!   The poem is probably Sumerian in origin but was 
absorbed and adapted by succeeding eastern 
Mediterranean civilizations.  

!  In the first prose passage, the goddess Ishtar tries to 
entice Gilgamesh to marry her; Gilgamesh’s 
rejection enrages Ishtar and she seeks revenge.  

!  In the second passage, the sage Utnapishtim reveals 
that the gods once attempted to exterminate 
humankind with a great flood. 





!  Akkadians rise to dominance 
!  Semitic speaking people from “upstream” 
!  Kingdom centered at Akkad 

"  Near the site of the later city of Babylon 
!  2,300 BCE – Sargon conquers the Sumerians 
!  Establishes a 200 year empire 
!  External attack and internal weakness end 

the dynasty 



!  Enter the Amorites – 1900 BCE 
!  Established capital at Babylon 
!  Dynasty lasted for appx. 300 yrs. 
!  Slavery was common 
!  Hammurabi (1792-1750 BCE) 

"  Created most comprehensive and best preserved 
code of laws 

"  Possibly the first written fully codified laws 



!  Centered along the Nile River and its 
tributaries 

!  Nile River is 4,000 miles long flowing from 
Khartoum to the Mediterranean 

!  Flood cycle of the Nile helped shape ancient 
Egyptian life 

!  Protected by location 
!  Originally divided into two kingdoms 

"  Upper Egypt – river valley 
"  Lower Egypt – river delta 





!  Menes unified Upper and Lower Egypt in 
appx. 3000 BCE, establishing the first 
Egyptian Dynasty 

!  Capital located at Memphis 
!  King or Pharaoh was considered divine 
!  Entire society was organized under the 

Pharaoh – trade, labor, religion… 



!  Old Kingdom (2700-2200 BCE) 
!  Adopted the pictograph form from the 

Mesopotamians 
"  Hieroglyphics 

!  Had intricate religious and afterlife detail 
!  Instituted magnificent burial practices to 

evidence the power of the Pharaoh 


