
Milan 

One of the richest cities, it controls 
trade through the Alps. 

Venice 

Located on the Adriatic Sea, it is a 
major trade route between Asia & 

Europe.  

Florence 

Controlled by the Medici Family, who 
became great patrons of the arts. 

Genoa 

Genoa 

Had Access to Trade Routes 

All of these cities: 

•  Had access to trade routes connecting 
Europe with Middle Eastern markets 

• Served as trading centers for the 
distribution of goods to northern Europe 

Rome 

Headquarters of the Catholic 
Church 

Rome 





Because Italy failed to become united during the Dark 
Ages, many independent city-states emerged in Italy.   

Each city-state was controlled by a powerful family and 
dominated by a wealthy merchant class.  Their 

interest in art and emphasis on personal achievement 
helped to shape the Italian Renaissance. 

Example: The Medici family of Florence ranked among 
the richest merchants and bankers in Europe; they 

ruled Florence for over 70 years. 



The Renaissance produced new ideas that 
were reflected in the arts, philosophy, and 

literature.  

Patrons, wealthy from newly expanded 
trade, sponsored works which glorified 
city-states in northern Italy. Education 

became increasingly secular. 



Classical art showed the importance of people 
and leaders, as well as gods and goddesses 

Medieval art and literature focused on the 
Church and salvation 

Renaissance art and literature focused on the 
importance of people and nature, along with 

religion 



!  Figures were lifelike but often idealized (more 
perfect than in real life) 

!  Figures were nude or draped in togas (robes) 
!  Bodies looked active, and motion was 

believable  
!  Faces were calm and without emotion 
!  Scenes showed either heroic figures or real 

people doing tasks from daily life 



!  Most art was religious, showing Jesus, saints, 
people from the Bible, and so on 

!  Important figures in paintings were shown as 
larger than others around them 

!  Figures looked stiff, with little sense of 
movement 

!  Figures were fully dressed in stiff-looking 
clothing 

!  Faces were serious and showed little feeling 
!  Paint colors were bright 



!  Artists showed religious and nonreligious scenes 
!  Art reflected a great interest in nature 
!  Figures were lifelike and three-dimensional, reflecting 

an increasing knowledge of anatomy 
!  Bodies looked active and were shown moving 
!  Figures were either nude or clothed 
!  Scenes showed real people doing everyday tasks 
!  Faces expressed what people were thinking 
!  Paintings were often symmetrical (balanced, with the 

right and left sides having similar or identical 
elements) 



Renaissance artists embraced some of the ideals 
of ancient Greece and Rome in their art. 

The purpose of art would no longer be to glorify 
God, as it had been in Medieval Europe. Artists 

wanted their subjects to be realistic and focused 
on humanity and emotion. 

New Techniques also emerged. 



Italians patrons (financial supporters) were willing to spend 
a lot of money on art 
"  Art communicated social, political, and spiritual values 

and therefore, the consumption of art was used as a 
form of competition for social & political status. 



Realism 
Perspective 
Emphasis on individualism  
Geometrical arrangement of figures 
Light and shadowing 
Softening of edges 
Artist able to live from commissions 


