
T H E  I D E A S  T H A T  H E L P E D  F O R M  O U R  
N A T I O N  

Philosophical Heritage 



The Philosophers and their Works 

  John Locke 
  Second Treaties of Government 

  Jean-Jacques Rousseau 
  The Social Contract 

  Baron de Montesquieu 
  The Spirit of Law 



The Ideas 

  Natural Rights 
  The Social Contract 
  Separation of Powers 



Expert Groups and Think-Pair-Share 

  In their expert groups students will pair up and meet 
with other pairs to discuss their different 
philosopher by way of a poster.  

Time Schedule  
  15 minutes: Read Primary sources 
  10 minutes: Discuss Readings using a Think-Pair-Share 
  10 minutes: Create visuals 
  10 minutes: Meet with other experts 
  10 minutes: Debrief 



Focus Questions 

  What was your philosopher’s view on government? 
  What is the social contract? 
  How are the powers separated? 



Groups: 3rd Period 
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