
Federal Form of Government


The Constitution of the United States of America establishes a federal form of government in which the national government is supreme. (Supremacy Clause – Maryland v. McCulloch)





Primary responsibilities of each level of government





























Denied Powers:  Constitution denies powers to both national and states governments


Local Powers: Powers of local government are derived from the state





National – Powers of national government		State – The powers not given to the national


are either enumerated/expressed or implied		government by the Constitution are reserved


Conduct foreign policy (treaties, trade)		for the states


Regulate commerce			- Promote public health, safety, and welfare


Control the military			- Education


Coin and print money			- Laws for marriage and divorce


Concurrent powers are shared between the state & national government: taxation, prison, courts





Branch of		     Local 			      State 			National


Government	Government		Government 	              Government





Legislative        Makes ordinances for                    Makes laws for NC: approves            Makes laws for the nation; approves


                           community; approves annual        budget; exercises powers under the  annual budget; approves president 


                           budget; limits power to that           10th amendment (reserved powers)   appointments


                           delegated by the state





Executive          Elected by the people (mayor)      Execute laws of North Carolina;         Executes laws of the land; prepares


                           city or county managers hired       prepares budget for General              annual budget for congressional 


                           by city council                                Assembly; appoints cabinet officers  action; appoints cabinet officers, 


                                                                                 and boards; administers state            ambassadors and federal judges;  


                                                                                 bureaucracy; grants pardons             administers federal bureaucracy    





Judicial             District courts – hears cases         Supreme Court has power of judicial Supreme Court – has power of 


                          under the authority provided by     review over state laws.  Circuit           judicial review (Marbury v. Madison)


                          state legislation                              courts – try civil and criminal cases   Federal Courts – try cases involving 


                                                                                                                                            federal law and US Constitutional ?s





Bicameral Legislative


North Carolina Assembly (Senate and House of 


Representatives)


United States Congress (Senate and House of 


Representatives)





Legislative power:


Expressed (specifically listed in the Constitution)


Implied (not listed – carry out expressed powers)





How a bill becomes a law (state and national)


Working in committees


Debating on the floor


Voting on a bill by both houses


Signing a bill into law by the President or governor





Elected officials write laws and take action in response to problems or issues





Executive Branch 


Powers of the President are defined in the Constitution of the United States and the Governor in the Constitution of North Carolina





Executive branch “carries out the laws”





Ways the executive influences policymaking 


Appointing officials


Appealing directly to the people


Approving or veto legislation


Proposing legislation in an annual speech to the legislature (State of the Commonwealth or State of the union Address)





Cabinets departments, agencies, and regulatory groups: interpret and help carrying out laws











Ways media play an important role in setting the public agenda


Focusing public attention on select issues


Offering a forum in which opposing viewpoints are communicated


Holding government officials accountable to the public 


Government officials use the media to communicate with the public


Mass media roles in elections


Identifying candidates and emphasizing selected issues


Writing editorials, creating political cartoons, publishing op-ed pieces


Broadcasting different points of view





Lobbying: seeking to influence legislators to introduce bills or vote against a bill





Amending the Constitution


Proposal by 2/3 of Congress or convention


Ratification by ¾ of the states or convention.  Amending Constitution a complex process because founders wanted us to change the Constitution for reasons we all wanted





Separation of powers


Legislative (makes laws)


Executive (carries out the laws)


Judiciary (interprets the laws)


Checks and balances


Legislative powers over:


The executive branch 


Overrides veto


Impeaches the President


The judicial branch


Approves federal court judges


Impeaches federal court judges


Executive powers over:


The legislative branch 


Vetoes acts of Congress


Calls Congress into special session


The judiciary


Appoints federal court judges


Judicial powers over: 


The legislative branch declares laws unconstitutional











Judicial Review


Supreme courts of united States and North Carolina determine the constitutionality of laws and acts of executive branch of government.


Marbury v. Madison established the principle of judicial review at the national level.


The Constitution of the United States is the supreme law of the land


State laws of must conform to North Carolina and United States Constitutions








Influencing public policy


Ways individuals influence:


Participating in politics (voting, campaigning)


Expressing opinions (lobbying, demonstrating, writing letters)


Joining interest groups 


Lobbying government officials


Ways interest groups influence


Identifying issues


Making political contributions


Lobbying government officials








Electoral College process


A slate of electors for each state is chosen by popular vote; electors meet to vote for President and Vice President; winner-take-all systems lead to targeting of large states for campaigning, although candidates must pay attention to small states whose electoral votes may make difference in tight elections.  


**numbers of electors/state is based on          state’s Congressional representation


**requirements for majority vote to win in Electoral College favors a two-party system











