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Fundamental political principles


Popular sovereignty – People are the source of any and all governmental power


Limited government – Government is not all powerful and may do only those things people have given it the power to do


Rule of law – The government and those who govern, are bound by the law


Democracy – In a democratic system of government, the people rule


Representative Democracy – In a representative of government, people elect the public officeholders to make laws and conduct government on their behalf





Influence of earlier documents on


Constitution of the United States of America





Document





Magna Carta





English Bill of Rights





Articles of Confederation





Declaration of Independence�





Massachusetts 


Constitution





Constitution of the United States of America, including the Bill of Rights


�





Influence





Established the idea of trial by jury, equal treatment under the law, and limited the power of government





Protected free speech, trial by jury and banned cruel and usual punishment





Common Law





System of law based on precedent.  This is the basis for Supreme Court decisions and contract law





Stated grievances against king of Great Britain


Declared colonies’ independence from Great Britain


Affirmed certain “inalienable rights” (life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness) John Locke


Established the idea that all people were equal under the law











Established first form of national government for independent states


Maintained that major power resided with individual states


Weaknesses of Central Government (no power to tax, enforce laws, regulate trade, no central leader or judiciary, all 13 states had to agree in order to amend the articles


Shays Rebellion – brought down the Articles of Confederation and caused us to write the Constitution








Developed the idea of separation of powers between three branches of government 





Established the structure of the United States government


Guarantees equality under the law with majority rule and the rights of the minority protected


Affirms individual worth and dignity of all people 


Protects the fundamental freedoms of religion, speech press, assembly, and press





How to become a citizen


14th Amendment defines citizenship:  “All persons born or naturalized in the United states, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and the state wherein they reside.”


Immigration and naturalization, particularly in the 20th century, have led to an increasingly diverse society. 


Means of obtaining citizenship:


Birth


Naturalization: declaration of intent, demonstrate knowledge of American history and principles and write and speak English, and take oath of loyalty





Preamble: Purpose of US government


To form a more perfect union; establish justice; ensure domestic tranquility; provide for the common defense; promote the general welfare and secure the blessings of liberty


The Preamble to the Constitution of United States of America begins “We the people” which establishes the power of the government comes from the people. (Popular sovereignty)





Duties of responsible citizens


Citizens who choose not to fulfill these civic duties face legal consequences            


Obey laws


Pay taxes


Served in the armed forces if called


Serve on a jury or as a witness in court if called





Responsibilities of citizens


Civics duties are fulfilled by choice; they are voluntary


Register an vote


Hold elected office


Participate in political campaigns


Serve in voluntary, appointed positions 


Influence government by communicating with government officials 


Keep informed regarding current issues 


Respect others’ right to equal voice in government election





Personal traits of good citizens


Trustworthy and honest


Courtesy and respect for the rights of others


Responsibility, accountability, and self-reliance


Respect for the law


Patriotism





Ways for citizens to communicate in community service 


Volunteer to support democratic institutions (e.g. League of Women Voters)


Express your concern about the community as a whole (e.g., environment, public health, and safety, education).


Help make the community a good place to work and live (becoming involved with public service organizations, tutoring, volunteering in nursing homes





Rights of Citizens


First Amendment Freedoms:       


Religion – Government may not establish an official religion, nor endorse, or unduly interfere with the exercise of religion


Speech – Individuals are free to express their opinions and beliefs


Press – The press has the right to gather and publish information, including that which critics the government


Assembly – Individuals may peacefully gather


Petition – Individuals have the right to make their views known to public officials








Due process of law


The Constitution protects against unfair governmental actions and laws





Due process protections:


5th Amendment – Prohibits national government from acting in an unfair manner (self incrimination, due process of law, grand jury indictments, eminent domain, double jeopardy


14th Amendment – Prohibits state/local governments from acting in an unfair manner. Extends the due process protections to actions of the states





The Supreme Court has extended the due process clause to protect guarantees of the Bill of Rights











