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V

Voter Registration and Participation – Every Vote is Important

Only citizens who register can participate in primary and general elections.

· Closed primary elections only register party members may vote for candidates

Registration is closed two weeks before elections

Qualifications to register to vote in North Carolina

· Citizen of the United States
· Resident of North Carolina and precinct
· 18 years of age by the day of a general election
How to register to vote in North Carolina

· In person at the registrar’s office, at the Division of Motor Vehicles, or at other designated
sites and by mail application

Factors in predicting which citizen will vote: Education – Age – Income

Why citizens fail to vote: Lack of interest and failure to register

The percentage of voters who participate in presidential elections is usually greater than in state and 

local elections

Why you should vote: voice opinion & choose leaders



       Strategies for evaluating campaign speeches, literature, and 



       advertisements for accuracy

1. Separating fact from opinion; 2. Detecting biases; 3. Evaluating sources;

 4. Identifying propaganda (name calling, card stacking, symbolism, 

Just plain folk, glittering generality, endorsement, bandwagon
Rising campaign cost

· Require candidates to do extensive fundraising activities

· Give the advantage to wealth candidates who run for office

· Encourage the development of Political Active Committees (PACs)

· Give issue-oriented interest groups increased influence

                                               Campaign finance reform

· Rising campaign cost have led to efforts to reform campaign 

finance laws.

· Limits on amount individuals may contribute to political candidates

and campaigning candidates win election

Criminal Law


In a criminal case, a court determines whether a person accused of breaking the law is guilty or not guilty of a misdemeanor (minor crime – speeding) or a felony (major crime – murder)   


Civil Law


In a civil case, a court settles a disagreement between parties or decides if one party is at fault for injury of another (negligence)


Suit of equity – is a lawsuit that seeks fairness where no law exists             


Criminal procedure in felony case


A person accused of a crime may be arrested if the police have probable cause


The accused may be committed to jail or released on bail (preliminary hearing)


The case proceeds to an arraignment where probable cause is reviewed, the  defendant may be appointed an attorney, and a plea is entered


A court date is set and a trial is conducted


A guilty verdict may be appealed to the Court of Appeals or directly to the Supreme Court in certain cases


Procedure for civil cases


The plaintiff files a complaint to recover damages or receives compensation.  Defendant will receive a summons explain why he/she is being sued and when court date is set for


Cases can be heard by a judge or jury (7th Amendment)


Cases can be appealed to the Court of Appeals and the Supreme Court


Procedure for cases involving juveniles 


Juveniles identity is kept secret: no photographs, fingerprints, or jury and record is sealed


Juveniles are given all rights of the accused (re Gault)


Judges have grate latitude in handling juvenile case – will do what is in the best interest of the juvenile


Juvenile who commit serious crimes can be tried as adults


 





United Sates Supreme Court


(justices/no jury)


Jurisdiction: appellate and limited original 





United Sates Court of Appeals 


(justices/no jury)


Jurisdiction: appellate – Decisions: uphold, remand, or overturn





United Sates District Court


(Judge with jury)


Jurisdiction: original – Determines that facts of the case





North Carolina Court System


North Carolina, like each of the other 49 states, has its own court system whose organization and jurisdiction are derived from NC’s constitution and states laws 





NC Supreme Court (justices/no jury)


Court of final appeal (Appellate jurisdiction)


Limited original jurisdiction





 





Court of Appeals of NC (judges/no jury)


Appeals jurisdiction from circuit courts (Appellate jurisdiction)





 





Circuit Court (justices and jury)


Original jurisdiction for felony criminal cases and for certain civil cases





 





General District Court (Judge)


Original jurisdiction of misdemeanors


Civil cases involving a lower dollar amounts


Juvenile & domestic relations district court


(Judges/no jury) juvenile and family cases;


Magistrates issue search warrants, subpoenas, arrest warrants, summons, and sets bail


 





Third Parties


Introduces new ideas or press a particular issue


Can spoil an election (Bull Moose Party & Nader)�





 





Functions of political parties


Recruiting and nominating candidates


Educating the electorate about campaign issues


helping  candidates win elections


Monitoring actions of officeholders 


 





Similarities between political parties


Organize to win elections


Include public policies


Reflect both liberal and conservative views


Define selves in ways that win majority support by appealing to political center





 





Differences between parties


Stated in a party’s platform and


Reflected in campaigning


�           �


 





ECONOMICS


How are consumer rights and property rights protected?


Individuals have rights of private ownership, which is protected by negotiated contracts that are enforceable by law.


Government agencies establish guidelines that protect public health and safety


Consumers may take legal action against violations of consumer rights





Basic types of business ownership


Proprietorship – one owner who takes all the risk (unlimited liability) and gets all profits


Partnership – two or more owners who share all the risks and profits


Corporation – business organization authorized by law to act as a legal person regardless of the number of owners.  Owners share profits.  Owner liability is limited to investment


Entrepreneur – person who takes risks to produce a good or service in search of profit.  May establish business according to any type of organizational structure.





 








